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Dear Friends,

As kids, we loved libraries. So it is a special joy to 
work at the Montclair Public Library, one of the 
best libraries in the state. 

Montclair is a wonderful town and a town that 
loves its Library. How do we know? 

• Last year, there were 170,000 visits to our two 
buildings.

• Those visitors checked out more than 390,000 
items. Those items included books, for sure. So many books: kids books, eBooks, biographies, 
audiobooks. They also checked out a pressure washer from our Library of Things, seeds from 
our Seed Library, a bird-watching kit from our Senior Center in a Box and so much more. 

• We held more than 1,500 events ranging from book talks and classes to concerts and 
storytimes. We’re proud that 22,000 people participated in these events with the enthusiasm, 
questioning, and wisdom we’ve come to expect from our patrons. 

• We are especially happy that the number of events held at the Library by community 
organizations almost quadrupled. 

We also know because of our generous donors who show their support in so many diff erent ways. 
• Making our fi rst Gala in over fi ve years a resounding success and a night to remember.
• Volunteering as guest readers for The Li� le Read read-a-thon—for the 15th year in a row.
• Coming out for events, from the Summer Reading kick-off  to Sweet & Spooky Halloween.
• Joining in a Community Conversation on Reading to identify ways the Library and community 

organizations can be� er support the public schools in literacy eff orts.
• Enthusiastic participation in the Annual Appeal, to fund programs and resources to broaden 

and enhance all that MPL has to off er.

Montclair is a special town, with an engaged citizenry that values opportunities to connect, learn, 
and debate ideas. The Montclair Public Library is uniquely suited to bring people together—all 
ages, from all backgrounds—and serve them in eff ective, innovative ways. Library leadership, staff , 
and supporters are commi� ed to this shared vision of what our Library can be. Because, simply 
put, Montclair is a Library Town. 

Although we didn’t know each other in our early library days, we’re so happy to be working 
together now. The kids, families, supporters, community leaders, and others we encounter at the 
Library each day provide all the inspiration needed.

Thank you for your support.

Mary Packer, M.Ed., CFRE
Executive Director, Montclair Public Library Foundation

Janet Torsney, MLS
Director, Montclair Public Library
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Highlights

Open Book / Open Mind
MPL’s live conversation series continued to feature great authors and thinkers discussing their 
new books and the important topics of our time. In 2023, hosted authors included:

David Jones, Co-chair
Kate Tu� le, Co-chair
Jonathan Alter
Reagan Arthur

Neal Carruth
Catherine Chung
Alice Ellio�  Dark
Jennifer Dorr

Elisabeth Egan
Dionne Ford
Jon For� 
DT Max

Special thanks to the Open Book / Open Mind Advisory Commi� ee:

Juan Milà
Dale Russakoff 
Margot Sage-EL
Rachel Swarns
Susan Weinberg

Seed Library
In March, the Bellevue Avenue Branch launched a 
Seed Library that off ers a variety of free seed packets 
to anyone, no library card required. The Seed Library 
focuses on plants that are native, pollinator-friendly, 
and/or edible, with the goals of fostering resilience, 
preventing hunger, and promoting nutrition in the 
community. Supported by Friends of the Bellevue 
Avenue Library and Hudson Valley Seed Company.

Early Literacy Kits
At the start of 2023, the Bellevue Avenue Branch began 
lending Early Literacy Kits. Each kit is suitable for ages 2-5 
and contains themed books and educational games to 
reinforce learning through play. The kits aim to improve 
children’s language skills and vocabulary, build knowledge 
of the world around them, and provide a means to 
explore and ask questions. Themes include ABCs, Colors, 
Counting, Emotions, Space, Time, and more.

An Eventful Year...

• Toluse Olorunnipa in conversation with Jon For� 
• Kate Zernike in conversation with Dale Russakoff 
• Robert Pinsky in conversation with Kate Tu� le
• Michelle Zauner in conversation with Elisabeth Egan
• Eliza Minot and Laura Spence-Ash in conversation with 

Alice Ellio�  Dark
• Dionne Ford in conversation with Benilde Li� le
• Lenny Kaye in conversation with Cindy Stagoff 
• Colson Whitehead in conversation with Kate Tu� le
• Adam Nagourney in conversation with David Folkenfl ik
• Rachel Swarns in conversation with Khalil Gibran Muhammad
• Lisa Belkin in conversation with Christina Baker Kline
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Highlights

On April 27, more than 200 guests gathered at The Manor in West Orange for the 
20th anniversary celebration of the Montclair Public Library Foundation, raising nearly $200,000 
through sponsorships, ticket sales, a live auction, and raffl  e baskets. 

The evening was emceed by Tony-, Golden Globe-, and Emmy-nominated actor Patrick Wilson. 
Author, actress, and MPLF Board member Dagmara Domińczyk spoke movingly of her personal 
connection to libraries and the important role they play in the lives of children. 

Special recognition was given to the Honorees, Jennifer Dorr-Moon and David Jones, for their 
achievement as co-founders of MPL’s signature series Open Book / Open Mind. This program 
features a dozen live in-depth conversations with local authors every year, sparking public 
discussion of important ideas across our highly diverse community. It has grown exponentially 
over the last nine years and now engages audiences around the globe. 

Lit Gala Event Chair Erica Barre�  
and Jason Barre� 

The Honorees with their spouses: David Moon and Jennifer Dorr; 
Mary Lee and David Jones

Emcee Patrick Wilson introducing Ariel Zeitlin 
(Open Book / Open Mind program coordinator) 
to present Honoree David Jones with a gi� 

Marianne Ribley with MPLF Board Chair 
Gina Chung For� 
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Highlights

Library of Things
In April, MPL began lending a variety of useful and recreational objects 
as part of its new Library of Things. Objects include board games, 
a sewing machine, cordless drill, telescope, microscope, ukulele, 
and more. This initiative adds to a nationwide trend of circulating 
non-traditional items, expanding the role of libraries as community hubs 
and spaces for sharing. 

Montclair Reads “Crying in H Mart”
In April and May, MPL invited the community to read and discuss “Crying 
in H Mart,” the bestselling memoir by Michelle Zauner, also known as the 
leader of the acclaimed indie pop band Japanese Breakfast. This series of 
events included book club meetings, karaoke night, a Korean cooking class, 
and an Open Book / Open Mind talk with Zauner in front of an audience 
of 430, in-person and online. Thanks to our partners AAPI Montclair and 
Watchung Booksellers.

Township Proclamation
The Township of Montclair offi  cially proclaimed April 27, 2023 as 
Montclair Public Library Day, in honor of National Library Week, the 
MPL Foundation’s 20th anniversary, the Open Book / Open Mind 
program, and the Library “for its eff orts in consistently supporting 
and serving our residents and community” and “providing free and 
equitable access to information, resources, and services for all people.”

Summer Reading
Recognized by libraries nationwide, 
summer reading promotes literacy during 
a time when children are out of school 
and may not otherwise be maintaining 
their reading skills. MPL’s Summer Reading 
Club ran from June 23 to August 12, 

with 323 children, 58 teens, and 191 adults participating. Anyone who logged their reading was 
eligible for prize drawings throughout the summer, which included gi�  cards to various Montclair 
businesses. In June, festivals at both branches kicked off  the season with magic, face painting, 
sweet treats, live music, and more. 

Stories of Exile
From September to December, MPL organized a reading 
group and public programs that explored the refugee 
experiences of Eastern European Jews in the Holocaust 
and those of contemporary Syrians fl eeing their war-
torn country. The Yiddish Book Center’s “Stories of Exile” 
Reading Groups for Public Libraries is made possible by a 
gi�  from Sharon Karmazin. 
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Highlights

Sweet & Spooky Halloween
Nearly 300 people a� ended the 
Sweet & Spooky Halloween party on 
October 28, featuring a haunted house, 
face painting, puppet show, stories, and 
more. 

Latin American Heritage Celebration
In September and October, MPL hosted 20 programs that 
celebrated the diverse cultural traditions of Latin America. 
From Spanish fl amenco and Puerto Rican stories to Latin jazz 
and Andean panpipe workshops, guests of all ages explored 
the vast region spanning Mexico to Chile and also Spain and 
Portugal. Co-presented by Latinos of Montclair.

Made possible by funds from the 
Essex County Division of Cultural Affairs, a partner 
of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

The Li� le Read
From October 18 to 20, MPL celebrated 15 years of The Li� le 
Read, a series of events in which guest readers climb into the 
iconic big red chair and read stories aloud to schoolchildren 
and families. Funds raised through sponsorships, organized by 
the MPL Foundation, support children’s programming at the 
Library throughout the year, including the Summer Reading 
program.

The Li� le Read began with visits to the Library by local 
schoolchildren and culminated in a Li� le Read Party with 
special performer Fyütch, who performed songs that educate, 
entertain, and empower the next generation through a 
combination of hip-hop and visual storytelling. Fyütch’s 
performance was funded by the Essex County NJ Clean 
Communities Grant.
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Highlights

Adult�Fiction
“Heart Bones” 
by Colleen Hoover

Adult�Nonfiction
“Crying in H Mart” 
by Michelle Zauner

Adult�Media
“Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”

Juvenile�Fiction
“Dog Man: Fetch-22” 
by Dav Pilkey

Juvenile�
Nonfiction
“The Beetle 
Book” by 
Steve Jenkins

Juvenile�Media
“Smell My Foot!” 
by Cece Bell

Young�Adult�
Fiction
“The Hate U Give” 
by Angie Thomas

Young�Adult�
Nonfiction
“The Warmth of 
Other Suns” by 
Isabel Wilkerson

Most Borrowed Titles of 2023

New Benches and Flagpole Dedication
On November 16, MPL and the MPL Foundation were 
delighted to dedicate the beautiful new benches and 
fl agpole in front of the Main Library. Thanks to the generous 
donation by Josh Weston, in memory of Judy Weston, 
for making this possible, and to the family, friends, and 
community members who helped celebrate.

Kwanzaa Community Celebration
On December 16, MPL celebrated Kwanzaa with the traditional pouring 
of the libations, a discussion of the seven principles, and family activities 
such as live music, dance, art, and magic.

“I Partner with My Public Library”
Local family-owned running store Fleet Feet Montclair was among the 
Honorable Mentions named in the inaugural “I Partner with My Public 
Library” awards. Created by the non-profi t Let’s Move in Libraries, the 
award celebrates the crucial work of community collaborators to public 
libraries across the United States. The MPL Foundation nominated 
Fleet Feet Montclair for their 15-year partnership with the Library, which 
includes an annual 5K Training class off ered with the Adult School.
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Highlights

Library at a Glance

98,446
borrows of digital media, 

including eBooks and 
streaming movies

56,591
questions 
answered

153,917
visits made to the 
Library’s website

36,364
on-site Wi-Fi 

sessions provided

825
Wi-Fi hotspots borrowed 

for home use

14,570
a� endance at children’s 

and teen programs

3,754
a� endance at 

adult programs

3,663
registrations in 

Adult School classes

2,232
library cards 
issued

169,476
in-person visits 
to the Library289,969

borrows of MPL’s physical 
media, including books 

and DVDs

Total budget approved at the June 12, 2023 Trustees meeting: $4,333,169 
(includes existing and anticipated income/expenditures)

88% of expenditures were covered by the Township of Montclair. 
For more information, visit montclairlibrary.org/about/reports-audits

TECHNOLOGY

PROGRAMS

CIRCULATION & SERVICES

1,857
borrows of 

objects, kits, 
and passes

https://montclairlibrary.org/about/reports-audits/
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Highlights

Foundation at a Glance

Grants Received

Partners for Health Foundation
...to hire a part-time social worker for two years

Essex County Local Arts and History Grant Program
...to digitize deed abstracts
...for 2024 classical music concert series

National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest
...for 2024 Big Read program

Whitehill Foundation
...for loanable children’s STEM kits

Albert Payson Terhune Foundation
...for new children’s books

Investors Foundation
...for social services offi  ce furniture and equipment

Funding Sources
Where did Foundation funding 

come from in 2023?

Supporting the Library
Which Library resources and activities received 

Foundation support in 2023?

Total grant funds secured in 2023 was $129,500, nearly double that in 2022. This list includes a 
multi-year award from Partners for Health Foundation—the largest grant ever to be awarded to 
Montclair Public Library Foundation.

Thanks to a successful Gala, grant awards, an increase in business sponsorships, and generous 
donors like you, we raised 60% more in contributions than in 2022!

Individual 
Giving

50%

Events
26%

Sponsorships
11%

Grants
11%

Matching Gifts
2%

Digital Resources
27%

Programs
27%

Beautification
14%

History & Culture
9%

Staff Support
9%

Adult School
9%

Collections and Materials
5%

Advocates Help Raise Awareness and Secure Ancillary Township Funding in 2023
The Foundation’s Advocacy Commi� ee works to petition local government for adequate municipal 
funding. Current minimum State mandates are insuffi  cient to provide the operating hours, services, and 
programs that our diverse community deserves. Join the fi ght today: email info@montclairplf.org.
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Highlights

Thank You to Our Business Sponsors
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Donors

Idil Bilgin & Metin Ozkuzey
Eileen Birmingham & Greg Wawro
Mike & Katie Cocco
Nick DeToustain & Christine James
David & Kathleen Harrison
Seo Hee Koh & George Black
Ellen & Jonathan Sander

Thank you to all of our 2023 donors! Your generosity makes it possible to off er valuable programs and 
resources to everyone in our community.

Anonymous
Edward Robin & Family in Memory of Gloria Robin

Anonymous
Jonathan Bellack & Jennifer Bonnell
Colbert Family Fund of Coastal Community 

Foundation of South Carolina

$25,000+

$10,000 - $24,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous
Robert Alan Becker
Samuel Berlin & Tara Quinn
Cie-Jai & Jennifer Brown
Aman D’Mello & Mark Malaspina
Dagmara Domińczyk & Patrick Wilson
Gina Chung For�  & Jon For� 
Irena Goldstein
Emily & Ma� hew Hagen
Samuel Huber & Catherine Weiss

Rita Singer
Margaret & Michael St. Pierre
Kate & James Stanford
David & Lois Stith
Josh Weston
Peter Yacobellis

Alan & Jill Johnson
David R. & Mary Lee Jones
Diana & Joe Lunin
Joanne & Tyler Mathisen
Jared & Shara Miller
June Nguyen & Todd Tauber
Donald & Jill Seagraves
Robert Tortoriello
Fred Williams

James & Susann Connors
Rosemary Iversen
Dr. Alex & Doris Malaspina
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Donors

$1,000 - $2,499

Josephine Ruby Abragan & Raphael Lee
Peter Axelrod & Leah Wolchok
Erica & Jason Barre� 
Leila Berkeley & Ma� hew Godzieba
Alan Berkowitz
Andie & Co Bertsche
Diane Borradaile & David Wright
Sheila M. Boyd
Eileen Wilde Brackenbury & Jesse Brackenbury
Nicholas Braun
Michael Burke & Kendra Shumway
Jenny Comita & Seth Yellin
Candy Cooper & Robert Weisbuch
Heather Daly & Michael Van Brunt
Ruth Davis
Jared & Kelly Donnamiller
Jonathan & Lauren Echeverry
David Emero & Elizabeth Emery
Adam Escalante
Emer Featherstone
John Fennelly
Jack & Wendy Finn
Susan First & Edward Martoglio
Holly & Ruben Fleischer
Mary Anne Ford
Brendan Gill
Jacqueline Goldin
Adam Grace & Lisanne L. Renner
Emily Grand & Arthur Hickok
Fannie & Tim Gray
William E. Hamilton
Izumi Hara & David Koschik
Mary & Tom Heyman
Catherine & Philip Irwin
Alice & Ma� hew Iversen
Pamela & Robert Kahan
Ted Kastner & Alix Ross
Don Katz & Leslie Larson

Bruce & Janell Keller
Joanne Kornoelje
Linda Kow & David Lee
Leslie & Marc Kunkin
Andrew & Wendy Lacey
Maura C. Lockhart & James M. Lukenda
Kathleen Logan & Edmund Rung
Susan McHugh
Joseph Mellicker & Judith Scheuer
Sue & Reimer Mellin
Jennifer Mellish & Andrew Go� fried
Jeff rey & Mary Kate Mellow
Deborah Nagin & Edward O� 
Henry & Danielle Neff 
Gloria Nolan
Thomas C. Nye
Christine & Jason Osborn
Tracy Parsons
Jennifer Dann Phillips & Jonathan Phillips
Steven Plo	 er & Bobbi Brown
Josh & Richmond Rabinowitz
Susan Reitz
Harold & Kelley Reynolds
Elizabeth Rich
Kate Rohmann
Tracey Russell
David & Katie Seawell
Kim & Richard Seltzer
Paul & Rajani Sethi
Andrew & Merrill Silver
Jonathan & Sidney Simon
Jason Tanz & Denise Cante
The Teachers Club of Montclair
Max & Millie Tourtelot
David & Jayne Wilson
James & Kim Woodard
E� i & Mark Zeldis
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Donors

$500 - $999

Murray Aitken & Cynthia Corhan-Aitken
Joseph & Lisa Amato
Jennifer Amore & Louis Franzese
Craig Annis & Kate Whitman Annis
Anonymous (4)
Joan Axelrod
Alison & Doug Bauer
Jeff rey Beck
Jennifer Bernstein
Tom Blim & Susie Sonneborn
Gene Bloch
Phillip Byrd & Janet Shapiro
John & Lauren Carlton
Brian Carovillano & Michele Elliot
Claudia & Jeff  Carrie
Henri Cauvin & Rachel Swarns
Bethany Chase & Andrew Weinstein
Allison Clark & Douglas Snyder
Ellen & Kenneth Colton
Daniel & Maria Teresa Conroy
Jayson Council
Jerry & Maria Czin
Alice Elliot Dark & Lawrence Dark
Alicja Delag & Krzysztof Misiukiewicz
Susan DiMarco & Jeh Johnson
Amy & Brian Dorr
Colleen Dougherty
Carylmead Eggleston
Stephen Engelberg & Gabrielle Glaser
Jonathan & Lisa Farb
Sara Ferry & Rick Gyan
Alfred & Stephanie Fritsch
Andrew & Laura Gelman
Brad & Jeni Goldman
Carolyn Gould
Theodore & Jamie Graham
Judith A. Greene
Irina Grobman
Eric Hellman & Karen Liu
Jill Hoff man & Leon Hojegian
Harold Hutchinson
Justin Jamail & Amber Reed
Norman James
Marni Jessup & Gary Carlin
Amy Josephson & Sheldon Kugelmass
Kishore Krishnan & Shalini Agarwal
Cliff ord & Robin Kulwin
Ruth Kunstadter
Jennifer Laird & Wilson Rothman
James Larish & Susanna Suh

Karina Linch & John Randall
Benilde Li� le & Cliff  Virgin
Benjamin Madorsky & Madeleine Rowan
Sean & Kathy Maloy
Marcia Marley & Peter Rappoport
Nick & Diane Masucci
Barbara & Patrick McCarthy
JoAnn & John McCullough
Montclair Local Board Members
Suzanne Moyers
The Nachtigal Family
Mark & Mary Packer
David Popiel
Tiff any Pra� 
Marianne Ribley
Cynthia & John Rogers
Lindsey & Michael Sag
Newton Scho�  & Toni LeQuire-Scho� 
Lisa Schweitzer
Holly & Jeff  Shaw
Bridget Soyka Smith
Joanne & Kevin Smith
Amy & Cindy Smith-Freitag
Sally Rachel Solo
Sandy Spatola
Diana Stewart & Sons
Roland & Susan Straten
Missy Sullivan
Thomas Sullivan
Tehranian Family
Stephanie Troeller
Marcos Vargas
Frank & Margo Walter
Eric Weiser

The Teen Room received a makeover—with new tables, chairs, 
shelves, and decorations—thanks to funds raised at the Lit Gala.
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Donors

$250 - $499

Steven Abrahamson & Maritza Guzman
Michael & Nancy Alberga
Connie Alexis-Laona
Jason & Susan Andersen
Kristina Anderson
Linn & Merrick Andlinger
Vandana Aneja & Gaurav Jetley
Anonymous
Andy Ayala
Gail Barringer & Jansen Lambie
Emily Mitchell Becker & Steven Becker
Lauren Berman
Erica & Kevin Bigley
Jim & Nelli Black
Allegra Blackburn-Dwyer & John O’Neill
Daniel Blackman & Meg Siesfeld
Carolyn Buck & Michael Goulder
Dore Carroll & Michael DuHaime
Shirley & Stuart Cobert
Susan Jean Dan & Steven Smith
Ramon Delgado
Anne & Kevin Denning
Robert D. Digeronimo
The Dinour Family
Jennifer Dorr & David Moon
Roger Drill & Le� ie Teague
Janet Duni & Robert Hertzberg
Sybil Eng & Tad Roselund
Harriet & Michael Finck
Erin & Sean Flynn
Tracy Fontao & Robert Kramer
Eric Fox & Daniel Helmik
Harry & Jennifer Friedberg
David Galef
Patricia & Steven Gamcsik
Thomas P. Giblin
Annie & Wladimir Giszpenc
Rebecca Goldburg & William Goodman
Lisa Goodman & Nik Kolodny
Susan Gootrad & Gerald Reilly
Marjorie & Paul Grayson
Thomas Halgren & Beatrice Schaer
Krista Harris
William Harrison & Lois Hull
Evan & Sarah Hudson-Plush
Janice & Jeff rey Jacobson
Andre John & Nina Cooke John
Michelle Johnson-Lewis
Thomas Johnson & Christina Loccke
Katherine C. Joyce

Kristen Kemp & Johan Svenson
Stu Kennedy
Robert & Roxanne Kent
Montserrat Kim
Aaron Kissel & Meg Menzel
Melissa & Paul Kneuer
Philip & Sharon Koblence
Fanny Krivoy
Andrey & Vera Kuzyk
Carolyn Lack
Patricia LaDuca
John D. Laing
Shirley Li & Mark Yolleck
Helen Lippman
Marina Lorenzo
Ellen Lovitz & Jon Rosenhein
John & Katherine Lubenesky
Steve Lucas & Emily Rosenblum
Susan & Charles Marro, Jr.
Sharon Mason-Bell
Melissa McCarthy & William Wing
Montclair Write Group
Over the Rainbow Early Learning Center, Inc.
Betsy & Jim Poris
Myra Quigley & Edward Unger
Donna & Michael Ratliff 
Lorraine & Ronald Reich
Renganathan Family
Blanche Robertson
Katherine & Robert Ruberton
Dara Sanderson
Scholastic Book Clubs
Bela Schwartz & June Zimmerman
Kevin Se� embrino
Harold Simon
Alaina & Hale Simon
Samantha Stuckert
Harvey & Jane Susswein
Gregory & Tawnya Switzer
TarverWalls Foundation
Janet Torsney
Jamie & Mark Truman
Susan Uva
Andrew & Xavier Van Degna
Erica & Evan Vogel
Darin Wacs
Lisa & Peter Wald
Sonya & Thijs Wenz-Spoor
Alexandra Yurkosky
Don & Joan Zief
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Donors

$100 - $249

Bassam K. Abed & Peter Ross Sieger
William & Yun Abernathy
Frances Adams
Valerie Allusson
American Royal Hardware
Anonymous (7)
Ercilia & Olle Andersson
Arielle Anema & Ma� hew Mates
Aviva Arad & Zohar Rotem
Linda Ariel
Thomas & Katherine Ash
Charles & Ellie Bagli
H. Gregory Baker
Antonia Ballare & Jack Spear
Lawrence Barnes
James & Lissa Barre� 
Mary & Timothy Barre� 
David Bauer
Rikke Beal
Jonathan Beck & Rona Cohen
Robert & Susan Becker
Juliana Benton
Jane Berkey
Helen Berman
Anjali Bhatia
Monica Biondi
Nancy Blankenhorn
Gerald & Linda Blume
Sarah Blustain & Daniel Max
Margaret Bodde
Julia Bonsal
Maarten Bosland & Marsha Love
Donald Bowers
Andrea Wicks Bowles
Brian Brewer
Nina Brogle & Avrin Slatkin
Jennifer & Jonathan Brooks
Gordon Bro� 
Henry Brown
Lauren Brucia & Neil Jasey
Harold & Sally Bryant
Louis & Alice M. Bulluck
Pamela Burlingame
Deana & Robert Campion
Kathleen Carroll & Steve Twomey
Joahne Carter
Luis Castro
Jeff  Chanin
Johannah Chase & Tim Coates
Nadiya Clark

Martha Clarke & Roger Mosier
Daniel & Rebecca Cocco
Glenn & Sarah Collins
Melinda Connolly
Charlene & Terrance Connolly
Jeff rey Cooperman & Kahane Corn
Kathryn Counsell
Cynthia Cox
Susan Craig
James & Lynn Crane
Elizabeth A. Crocker
Lisa Culhane
Robert Culicover
Michele Davis
Joseph & Lisa DeLuca
Heather & Kevin Dibble
Peter Dillard & Mirela Trofi n
Wendy Dolber
Erin & Tom Donatelli
Lois & Peter Donegan
Janet Donohue & 

Richard Lamoreaux
Judith Dorphley
Kenneth Dowell & 

Melissa Klurman
Arielle Eckstut
Amy Edwards
John Ekstrom
Philip & Regina Elberg
Emily Eldridge & Michael Silberman
Jean Ellis
Sally Ellyson
Francesca Elms
Larry Engelstein & Celia Radek
Kate & Mike Estler
Chester & Lynne Faye
Stephen Feldberg & Mary Knowles
Stephen Figlewski & Carol Lipsitch
Ivy Fischer & Debra Glessner
Paul Fitzpatrick & Noemi Giszpenc
Virginia For� -Brocke� 
Mike Foster & Cheryl Galante
Timothy & Laurie Foster
Steven Fox & Vicki Reikes Fox
Joel & Nancy Franklin
Jerold & Lora Freier
Frannie Friedman & Alan Kass
Elizabeth Fuqua & Howard Kerbel
Carol Gamm & David Willner
Carley Graham Garcia & David Garcia

Photo by: Neil Grabowsky
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Donors

$100 - $249 (continued)

Emily Gasthalter
Alica & Peter Giuff ra
Susan Gloeckner
Amanda Henry-Godino & Paul Godino
Dr. Edward Gold & Rosanne Guararra
Andrew & Barbara Green
David & Shirley Grill
Sam Grobart & Hilary Redmon
Jonathan & Cathlin Grupper
Nina Guercio
Justin Guillou
Andrew Gutelle & Sena Messer
Ivonne Guzman Klink
Bradford Hanson
Jane Hanson & Patrick Shrout
Ayelet Haran
Bryan Harmon & Anneka Street
Joan & William Hearst
Rhonda & Stra� on Heath
Frances Hecker & Richard Schwartz
Peter & Vicki Herbst
Carolyn Hickey
James & Patricia Hobin
Howells Family Fund
Lisa & Lon Hoyt
Tatyana Hube
Lois & Martin Infeld
Jeri Isaacson & Michael Quiat
Claudia Jessup & Jonathan Richards
Diana L. Johnson
David & Jeanne Josephson
K-9 Obedience Training Club of Essex County
Deborah & Michael Kachel
Robert Kantor
Saurabh & Tarika Kapur
Peter J. Karacas
Deirdre & P. William Karcher
Steve Karl
Jill Katz
Melissa Katz & John Paolo Pepe
Carol Katzman
Nikki Katzur
Marjorie & Sean Keating
Karissa Keller
Kathryn Kempf
Wolf Knapp & Margaret Malloy
Barne�  & Bernice Kreger
Frances Kroeckel
Mary & Ma�  Kunka
Lisa Kus & Meryl Tillis

Priya Lalvani & Norman Rosenblum
Fred & Joanne Langbein
Tom Larson
Logan LaVail
Laura C. Legrand & Joseph Maguire
Caroline Kane Levy & Stephen Levy
Carol Lewkowicz
Erik Lillquist & Heather Taylor
Brandon Loadholt & Melissa Mckenna
Mallory Loehr & Michael John van Rhyn
Mark & Florence Lurinsky
Ronald Lustgarten
Nicola Lynch
Susan Mack
Sarah Magoba
Ann Maiara
John & Suzanne Manners
Lydia & Gabe Marabella
Edward & Jennifer Markham
John Marshall & Mary Rorke
Frances & John Martin
The MAX Challenge of Montclair
Jonne McCarron
Freda McClean
Kimberly McLaren
Clara Melman
Eric & Sarah Meyer
Barbara & Robert Meyer
Judith Meyers
Jeanne� e & Philip Miller
Robert Miller
Ami Minars
Richard & Susan Mitchell
Charles & Donna Moran
Kevin & Sue Moriarty
Shelby Moser
Arlene & Harry Moskowitz
Donna Myrie
The Nagy Family
Mara Novak & Jim Price
Martha Nowycky
Mary O’Crowley & David Wholley
Lisa Olesak
Sarah Olson & Paul Swanson
John Orfanidis
Elizabeth Perez
Rachel Perten & Adam Stone
Andrea Peyser
Luis & Nancy Pi-Sunyer
Eugene & Sharon Pi� s
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Donors

Gail Abramowitz
Jessica G. Albertson
Caitlin Allen & Corey Wilson
Gieselle Allen
Amazon Smile

$100 - $249 (continued)

Cherry Provost
Dawn Quinn
Denise & Jon Rabinowitz
Susan G. Radner
Andrew Rice
Elizabeth Riggs
Anne & Kevin Riordan
Craig Risinger
Brigeth Rivera
Glenn & Katrina Rogers
Jeannie & Todd Rosen
Kathy Rosenberg
Eric Roston & Karen Yourish
Mark & Suzanne Roth
David Rothenberg
Barry Roy & Angela Pandolfo Roy
Barbara Rudy
Sandra Ruffi  n
Andrew Russell
Mark Salamon
Darwin Sanchez
Patricia Sanders
Dave & Elsy Sandhusen
Nicoletos Sarro Family Fund
Carole Schaff er & David Wagge� 
Kurt Schansinger
Alexander & Doris Schapira
Anneliese Scherfen
Julie & Mark Schneyer
Louis & Mindy Schoen
Roger & Vera Scholl
Howard & Kathleen Schostack
Lorinda Schrager
Claude� e & Richard Scutari
Erika Segall
Charles & Patricia Selden
Sam Silbert
David & Kathleen Skutch
Kathryn & Sanford Sorkin
Paula Span
Lauren & Sean Spiller

Alexandra Stadtler
Amy Stair
Adam Steinhaus & Annie Trihn Steinhaus
Paul & Deane Stepansky
Brian & Linda Sterling
Derek Stordahl & Jody Suden
Patricia & Tage Strom
David Strome & Sasha Vitelli
Patricia Sullivan
Debra Taff et
Aaron & Allison Task
Robert I. & Sharon C. Taylor
Jane & Steven Tennen
Paul J. Thera� il
Susan Toker
Seve Totia
Nina & Richard Tucker
Jean-Louis & Marty Turlin
Lincoln Turner & Sharon Burton Turner
David Tykulsker
Edzel Ubas
Xenia Urban
Yael Silverberg Urian
Roberta Verostick
Mary Ann Vierheilig
David Wasmuth
Mimi & Roosevelt Weaver
Jay Weinstein
Jay-Louise Weldon & Michael Wynne
Alfred & Barbara Weller
Christina & Robert Werner
West Essex Chapter 131 AARP
Mary & Roger West
Erin & Jason White
Kay & Peter Willcox
Rita Williams-Bogar
Andy & Laura Wilson
Lisa Wisniewski
The Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair
Lloyd & Margo Zbar

Janelle Anderson & EJ Howard
Kristina Anderson
Anonymous (7)
Virginia Bailey
Elaine Barden

$1 - $99
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Donors

$1 - $99 (continued)

Bernard & Judy Beck
William Beren & JoAnn Katzban
Morty Bernstein
Alfred & Victoria Beru� i
Beth & Michael Balch
Jermaine Bethune
Bruce & Lynn Bird
Kathleen Breiten
Barbara Brown
Phyllis Caprio� i
Ana Cardoso & Gary Vellekamp
M. Jane Carlberg
Barbie Casasus
Catcom Computers
Paul & Shahrezad Chamberlain
Sheila Chasen
Deborah Risa Cherkin
Joanne Ciervo
Amy & Sco�  Claman
Cathleen Clark & Ajay Karwa
Chapin Clark
Alan & Joni Cohen
Jeff rey Cole
Abby & Ken Colen
Christopher & Deborah Corbe� 
Carmen & Mary Ann Corsi
Gloria & Timothy Crist
Maryann & Paul Cushman
Deborah & Thomas D’Angelo
Keith Danish
Carol Davison & Shawn Mahoney
Sco�  & Twana Davisson
Jessica G. de Koninck
Jared DeLancey
Gail Derivan & Daniel Keppel
Maryann Dickar
Trish & Nicholas DiMinni
Jana Di� mer
Candace & Jeff  Dobro
Joyce & Richard Donovan
Tara Dooley & James Savage 
David & Natalie Dowd
Robert Dubin & David Saidnawey
William Dunnell & Rachel Shatz
Maria & Robert Dyer
Anne Earley
Marcia El-Baz
Wanda Ellert & David Kanegis
Ron Epstein & Paula Kaufmann
Rita & Robert Erickson

Christine Faurot
Barbara & Harold Ferguson
Ashley Few
Jennifer Fidlon-Bugat
Ann Forstenzer
Don & Nancy Foster
Diane Franciose
Michael Frank & Susan Helman
Paul Freundlich & Peg Rosen-Freundlich
Glen Freyer
Mark & Joanne Friedman
Randi C. Friedman
Kristina Fung
Jeff rey Gall & Karen Rosenberg
Mary Gallagher
George� e & Gregory Gilmore
Emanuel Goldman
Ann & Paul Goldstein
Nancy & Steve Grande
Linda Baker Grimm & Wendell Grimm
Aileen & Marc Grossberg
Valentin Guerin
Deborah & Nahum Hahn
John Hammond & Merle Wise
Eric Handelsman & Maya Polton
Kevin Harris
Veronica & Vince Harris
Elizabeth Hemminger
Karen Herbst
David & Jennifer Herman
Ching-Fen & Margaret Ann Hsiao
Catherine & David Hughes
Anthony Iannini
Bhupinder & Gurinder Johar
Chrissy & Jacob Jordan
Samantha Kaplan
Dorothy Kapuscinski
Rabbi Marc Katz & Ayelet Nelson
Nancy & Robert Kautz
Kathleen Kay
Catherine Kenny
Charlo� e & Olivia King
Emily Klein
Joseph & Teresa Kneuer
David Kravitz
Norman & Susan Ladov
Margaret Lai
Michael Laser & Jennifer Prost
A. Bryan Lees & Paula Whitlock
Paul Lennon
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Donors

$1 - $99 (continued)

Mary & Robert Levai
Neena Li� on
Anne Lonergan
Carmel Loughman
Shirley S. Lovejoy
Megan Lukas & Glen Parker
Eileen & Kurt Lundberg
Andrea & Jay Lustig
Tim Lynch
Wendy Elaine MacAuley
Dennis & Margaret Malloy
Tim Mannion
Maribel Martinez & Samuel Shaff er
Nancy Masterson-Newkirk
Letizia Ma� urri
Katherine & Robert Maurizi
Kristen & Mark McClusky
Lynn McFarlane
Theodora McKee
Linda McNish & Edward Solecki
MaryAnne Metzger
Gabrielle & Nathan Meyerson
Anne� e Minier
Amy Minkoff 
Paula Rudolph Minsky
Louis Mitas
Rolda Mitchell
Jennifer & Jessica Moon
Linda Morgan
Maureen Morgan
Ari L. Morse
Robert Moss
Joseph & Rochelle Most
Liz & Niall Mullane
Sandra Mullins
Bryan Murdock
Genya Muzyczka
Mary & Richard Newman
Timothy O’Brien & DeWaal Van Heerden
John H. O’Connell
Cesar Ortiz
Mary Ellen & Paul Palmeri
Beth & Thomas Panucci
Marilyn Papayanis
Linda & William Patche� 
Kathryn Pa� erson
Adam Peltzman
Karen Pennington
Alyssa Perrota
Tanya Priber

Barbara & Peter Prichard
Christine Putnam
Farhana Rahman
Brian & Ishita Rapino
Kevin & Melanie Ra� igan
Heidi Reifenberg
Brian & Elaine Reilly
Glenn & Lyn Reiter
Mary Ann Renn
Cynthia & Rich Kibble
Nancy Ring
Deborah Rivers
Erin Roll
Constance & 

Vincent Romano
Alyssa Roth
Marian Rothenberg
Margret Rothman
Charles & Eileen Russell
Gonzalo & Harriet Salem
Lucille Santarelli
Maureen Savage
Beth Calamia Scheckel
Kenneth & Robin Schlager
Mary Kate Schmermund
Margaret Schmidt
Sheila Scho� land
Gerald & Regina Schultz
Tony Schuman & Peg Seip
Wilma Selenfriend
Lynn Seligman
Poonam Shah
Elizabeth B. Sheedy
Richard Sheinaus & Gail Stavitsky
Joseph & Nava Shoham
Linda Shortman
Allison & Michael Silverstein
Edward & Linda Rose Simpfendorfer
Mark Smith
Kate Sonnenberg & Thomas Zaubler
Per Sorensson
Karen Speth
Nancy-Jo Taiani
Nat Testa
Jennifer & Richard Thomas
Elizabeth & John Thomas
Mustafa Ural
Deborah Van Exel
Frank Van Morrelgem
Jill Vengerik

Photo by: Neil Grabowsky
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Donors

$1 - $99 (continued)

In-Kind Donations

ACME Markets
Bangz Salon & Wellness Spa
Erica & Jason Barre� 
Jonathan Bellack & Jennifer Bonnell
BDP Holdings & the Placek Family
Bonjour Montclair Cafe
Jen Breitenstein
Jason & Sarah Brocks
Brian Clarkson & Christina Co� on
Barbara Conover
Luis Crespo & Luz Miranda-Crespo
James Crocker
Devils Youth Foundation
DollyMoo
Dagmara Domińczyk & Patrick Wilson
East Side Mags
Essex County Wine Society
Faubourg
Frederic’s Fine Jewelry
Gi� bar
Grape Collective
Gravity Vault
Richard Harris
Hibiscus Therapeutic Center
Howell Design
Imperial Nails
Java Love
Jones Road

Kaight
Patricia King
L & B Healthy Pet Supplies
Library Hotel
Local Coff ee
Lululemon
The MAX Challenge of Montclair
Medieval Times
Montclair Art Museum
Montclair Film
Montclair House Grill
NY Knicks
Over The Moon
The Printer’s Place
Bre�  Quentz
Serket Pharmacy
Holly Shaw
Be� y Shvetz
SKN
Six Flags Great Adventure
Ilmar Vanderer
Village Vogue Barbara Eclectic
Watchung Booksellers
Wellmont Theater
Yarnia
YMCA of Montclair
Zoological Society of NJ - Turtle Back Zoo

Donna & Robert Villanova
Christina & John Vipond
Karen Vrotsos
Nicole Wallace
Eugene Walters
Randy & Sue Walther

Linda Wanat
Jessica Warner
Christopher & Lois Whipple
Sharon & Sims Wyeth
Ariel Zeitlin
Judith Zeitlin

Corporate Matching Gi� s

ADP Foundation
Apollo
Disney
FTI Consulting
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Google

Hearst
Johnson & Johnson
J.P. Morgan
Macy’s
New York Community Trust
Pew Charitable Trust

Prudential Foundation
RBC Capital Markets
Visa
VMware / BrightFunds Foundation
Walmart
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Donors

Gi� s Were Made in Celebration, in Honor, or in Memory of the following:

Connie Alexis-Laona
Kaija Jung Andersen (2)
H. Gregory Baker
Guitry Banks
Stephen Bernasconi
Nancy Blankenhorn
Paul O. Boger, Sr.
Sheila Boyd
Nicholas Braun
Howard Brown
Jim Campbell
Nancy Chambers
Aman D’Mello
Hank Daly
Virginia “Ginny” Demoreuille (2)
Angel Antonio Dominicci
John “Jack” Dorr (20)
Jennifer Dorr-Moon & David Jones (2)
Jennifer Dorr-Moon (2) 
Jack Drucker
Charles Eckstein
Dr. Howard Ellis
Steve Feldberg
Vivian Folkenfl ik
Gina Chung For� 
Aileen For� -Pe� y
Fran Gitelman
Ted Graham
Rose M. Grasso
Rae & Jesse Green
Nancy Hutchinson
Al Iversen
Marni Jessup
David R. Jones (5)
Grace Ju
Leo Taylor Kennedy
Wolf Knapp
Helen Laser
Lena & Moss, my two readers; I love you!
Owen Lovejoy
Elaine MacAuley
Irene C. Masterson

Gi� s received January 1 - December 31, 2023
Please contact info@montclairplf.org with any questions.

The Montclair Public Library Foundation strives to be accurate in its acknowledgment of our generous 
donors. If there are errors, please let us know so they can be corrected.

JoAnn McCullough
N. Mirchuk
Nicholas Papayanis
Evelyn Plo	 er 
Elizabeth Rich
Zoe Richards & Austin Young
Arline Romm
Patricia Epworth Ruopp
Sy Sahande
Richard Sandhusen
Grandchildren of Elizabeth Sheedy
Rita Singer
Kate Sonnenberg & Tom Zaubler
Hyacinth Spiller
Shirley Suzuki (2)
Jason Tanz
Gertrude & Gerald Toker
Cornelia Totia
Max Tourtelot
Kenneth J. Verostick, Sr.
Lucy Wallace
The Weller Grandchildren, who love libraries 
Virginia Wisniewski
Ariel Zeitlin
Josie Zeman
Banned Books • Erwin Park Road Area • Graphic Novels • 
Literacy • MPL • Our Community • Reading!

Leaving a Legacy at the Library
Help shape the future of MPL by pledging to include 
the Foundation in your estate plans. Whether you’d like 
to add us as a benefi ciary to your will, a trust, or any 
insurance plans, there are many ways to achieve your 
philanthropic goal of leaving a legacy. Please contact 
Mary Packer, Executive Director, at 973-744-0500 x2269 
or mary@montclairplf.org to discuss how you’d like 
your planned gi�  to be designated and acknowledged. 

A special thank you to those who so generously made 
bequests in recent years:
Estate of Robert Alan Becker • Estate of Glenn W. Geyer
Estate of Martha B. Herkner • Estate of Kathryn Perino
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Staff 

Volunteers

Joby Abragan
Connie Alexis-Laona
Jared Barbin
Adrian Barre� 
Jason Barre� 
Maya Barre� 
Jen Bonnell
Alyssa Boyd
Brandon Del Porto
Barbara Farber
Nathan For� 
Eric Hartsfi eld

Barbara Hedeen
Karen Herbst
Jasmine Hurtado
Grace Ju
Zoe Macintosh
Sara Marley
Shaelyn McGowan
Jen Mellish
Lucienne Ostro
Michael Papuzenski
Maxine Pi� man
Liz Rich

Deborah Rivers
Heloise Ruskin
John Sieck
Bob Sillery
Roseanne Spendley
Shakia Stackhouse
Bill Stein
Becca Tracer
Tilly Williams
Kal Wilson
Aida Zerihoun
Samra Zerihoun

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped in 2023.

Administration
Adrienne Burke
Lisa Connell
Andrew Ng
Selwa Shamy
Janet Torsney
Linda Welch

Adult School
Maurice Boyer
Carol Costello
Patricia Way
Ariel Zeitlin

Adult Services
Kait Astrella
Guitry Banks 
Kiera Cliff ord
Tracy Crawford
Jill DeMarco
Sandra Duff y
Jennifer Gru� a
Roger Kosson
Nava Payandeh
Alexander Russo
Marisa Shaari
Jennifer Thornton
Lisa Tomaselli
Hazar Turkmani
Kristina Variano
Ruth Ware

Bellevue Avenue Branch
Kristen Comeaux
Rekha Gandhi
Yazmin Johnson
Linda McMahan
Nancy Ort

Borrower Services
James Crocker
Derek Duncan
Margaret Higgins
Thomas Hoesly
Pearl Kustanovich
Amy Raiss
Shirley Suzuki
Cynthia Walker
Eliza White
MariAnne Yeterian

Collection & Materials Services
Kenneth French
Diane Josephs

Facilities & Security
Timothy Flowers
Manily Jenkins
Kenneth Williams

Youth & Teen Services
Robert Axelrod
Lynn Ferrara
Deivis Garcia
Nia Gitau
Jeff ery Harrison
Lisa Jenkins
Alex Locke
Daisy Lorenzo
Janet Morales
Enola Romano
Jodi Silverman
Jessica Trujillo
Matilda Williams
Ruby Williamson
Melanie Yunes

Montclair Public Library Foundation
Mary Packer
Kelly Farrell Ziek



Ways to Support the Foundation

Annual Fund 
Donations

Bookplate 
Dedications

Brick 
Campaign

Honorary 
Tributes

Event 
Participation

Employer 
Matching 

Gi�s

Legacy 
Pledges

Merchandise 
Purchases

Sponsorships

Bellevue Avenue Branch
185 Bellevue Avenue
Montclair, NJ 07043

Main Library
50 S. Fullerton Avenue

Montclair, NJ 07042

973-744-0500 | montclairlibrary.org

For more information, visit the Foundation website at montclairplf.org

https://montclairlibrary.org/
https://montclairplf.org/



