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The Montclair Public Library is a vibrant cultural and educational institution where ideas come to life, 
fostering artistic enrichment, cultural exploration, and lifelong learning. The library strives to connect 
people of all ages and backgrounds by offering inclusive access to knowledge, creativity, and community 
through dynamic programming, collaborative spaces, and joyful engagement. Its vision is to provide 
unlimited opportunities for lifelong learning, discovery, and community engagement.
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The Montclair Public Library Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that develops 
philanthropic support for the Montclair Public Library. Established in 2002, the MPL Foundation raises 
funds for library programs, collection enhancement, staff development, special projects, and other 
critical needs that exceed municipal funding. The Foundation has raised over $6 million to support Library 
programs and services including technology improvements, museum passes, summer reading programs 
for children, and programs like the signature Open Book / Open Mind series and the Little Read.
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As we look back on 2025, we are filled with gratitude and pride. This past year affirmed what is 
possible when a community believes deeply in its public library. Thanks to your generosity and 
engagement, the Montclair Public Library offered nearly 2,000 programs serving over 30,000 par-
ticipants. Almost 200,000 visits were made to our two library branches!

The Montclair Public Library continues to be one of the most heavily-used resources in our com-
munity, serving all ages from all over Montclair seven days a week. With dynamic cultural events, 
thoughtfully curated collections, and programs that speak to diverse interests,  there is truly 
something for everyone. 

We are deeply grateful to our donors, sponsors, volunteers, and partners. Every contribution—at 
every level—made a meaningful difference, helping the Library respond to evolving community 
needs while maintaining high-quality service.

As we look ahead, we do so with optimism and momentum. With your continued partnership, the 
Montclair Public Library will remain a place where curiosity is sparked, voices are valued, and 
everyone belongs.

Radwa Ali, MLIS
Director, 
Montclair Public Library

Mary Packer, M.Ed., CFRE
Executive Director, 
Montclair Public Library Foundation

Dear Friends,

With Sincere Thanks,
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BY THE
NUMBERS 

196,238 

1,974

3,287
visits made to our two library branches

total programs

library cards issued

2025

70,902
questions answered

196,907

32221,301

visits to the 
Library’s website

Wi-Fi hotspots
borrowed

on-site Wi-Fi 
sessions

9,712 15,225 7,660
adult program 

attendance
children and teen 

program attendance
adult school

class registrations

MOST BORROWED TITLES

MOST BORROWED ITEMS FROM THE LIBRARY OF THINGS

289,998 133,615 1,617

“The God of the Woods”
by Liz Moore

“Dog Man: 
Big Jim Begins”

by Dav Pilkey

“The Let Them Theory”
by Mel Robbins

“What Is The 
Super Bowl?”

by Dina Anastasio

“The Hate U Give”
by Angie Thomas

“Sonic X 
Shadow Generations”

(Nintendo Switch)

“Dungeon Master’s Guide”
(Wizards of the Coast)

“Dog Man: 
Mission Impawsible”

(Nintendo Switch)

ADULT 
FICTION

JUVENILE 
FICTION

ADULT 
NONFICTION

JUVENILE 
NONFICTION

 YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION

ADULT 
MEDIA

YOUNG ADULT 
NONFICTION

JUVENILE 
MEDIA

loans of MPL 
digital media

loans of MPL 
physical media

loans of objects, 
kits, and passes

Carpet and 
Uphostery Cleaner Pressure Washer Speaker and 

Microphones1 2 3
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The Montclair Public Library’s signature author series, Open Book / Open Mind, enjoyed a banner 
season of literary prestige and deep civic engagement, hosting 15 events that drew 1,228 in-person 
attendees and 1,105 YouTube views. Our stage welcomed world-class talent, including 12 New York 
Times bestselling authors (representing five of last year’s bestsellers), one National Book Award 
longlisted fiction author, a Pulitzer Prize winner, a Prix Goncourt recipient, and top editors from the 
NYT Book Review and The Boston Globe. True to our mission of local connection, we collaborated with 11 
community partners—including four new relationships with the Sharron Miller Academy for the Performing 
Arts, New Jersey Institute for Social Justice, 1in6 Support, and The Jersey Bee. A major highlight was our 
community read of Just Action, which mobilized 14 local book clubs and distributed 130 complimentary 
books to residents, thanks to the generous support of the Partners for Health Foundation.  

Special thanks to the  Open Book / Open Mind Advisory Committee: Co-chairs Alice Elliott Dark and 
Kate Tuttle; Jonathan Alter, Reagan Arthur, Neal Carruth, Catherine Chung, Jennifer Dorr, Elisabeth Egan, 
David Folkenflik, Dionne Ford, Jon Fortt, Gabrielle Glaser, David Jones, DT Max, Cleyvis Natera, Dale 
Russakoff, Juan Milà, Margot Sage-EL, Rachel Swarns, Susan Weinberg, and Kate Zernike.

This program series is sponsored by an Anonymous donor and Dr. Alex and Doris Malaspina.

Dagmara Domińczyk and Patrick Wilson 
Stephen Engelberg and Gabrielle Glaser

Kelley Holland and Steve Kanengiser
Alice Elliott Dark and Lawrence Dark 

Connie Alexis-Laona 
Sheila Boyd

Jonathan and Sidney Simon 
Deb Ellis and Hal Strelnick

David and Mary Lee Jones 
Rosemary Iversen 
Joyce Michaelson

Was A Shining Success!

Open Book / Open Mind

More than 230 people gathered at The Grove on May 8th to raise awareness 
and funds for the Montclair Public Library! With contributions coming in from sponsors, 

ticket holders, local businesses, auction bidders, and tribute donations, more than 
$125,000 was raised above event expenses. 

We were proud to honor both Margot Sage-EL of Watchung Booksellers and Mountainside 
Medical Center for their tireless work within this community, particularly their dedication to the 

Montclair Public Library and its patrons. We were thrilled to see our co-hosts Dagmara Domińczyk 
and George Oliphant charm the audience with their auctioneer skills. And we’d like to give 
special shout-outs to local pianist Aaron Gardner for setting the tone of the evening and 

Joel Franklin for his heartwarming video showcasing the Foundation’s work.

On behalf of the MPL Foundation Board of Directors and the 2025 Lit Gala committee, 
we are incredibly humbled by the success of this event and overwhelmed by the 

generosity of our donor family. THANK YOU for your contributions!

Clockwise from top left: Radwa Ali, George Oliphant, Mary Packer, Dagmara Domińczyk, and Sheila Boyd; Guests browsing 
the Silent Auction tables; A lively Live Auction; Gala Chair Elizabeth Rich; Hackensack Meridian Mountainside Medical 
Center honoree Tim O’Brien and spouse. Center: Watchung Booksellers honoree Margot Sage-EL and spouse.

https://montclairlibrary.org/adults/open-book-open-mind/
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A dedicated group of volunteers dressed up as caped superheroes 
to bring our signature program directly into local schools, 
eliminating logistical hurdles and transportation costs for the 
district and ensuring that more students than ever could participate 
without leaving their buildings. The results of this new “on-the-
road” model were remarkable! Together, we shared stories with 
over 900 children across 14 schools. We visited 31 individual 
classrooms and hosted 8 on-site storytimes at MPL. Plus more 
than 200 guests arrived at our festive Big Jamboree pajama party 
to wrap up the week! This massive undertaking was made possible 
by 13 team leaders, 63 volunteer readers, and our dedicated staff; 
together, they didn’t just deliver a program—they built a bridge 
between the library and the classroom.

More than just a home for books, the library serves as a gathering spot for our community—a shared living 
room where connection happens every day. It is a versatile stage for local life, hosting everything from 
intimate book clubs and grassroots organizational meetings to sold-out performances in our auditorium. 
Whether it’s a quiet classroom session or a high-energy community event, we are proud to provide the 
space where neighbors become collaborators and ideas come to life.

Thanks to a generous grant from the Montclair Foundation, MPL’s 
Reading Specialist upgraded some of our youth literacy resources 

to align with modern reading science. We’ve expanded our K-6 
Decodable Collection and reimagined our Book Club Bags into 

interactive Lit Kits in order to provide young readers with the 
phonetic tools and high-interest titles they need to fall in love with 

reading. The upgraded Lit Kits are now ready to be borrowed in 
groups of up to five for DIY Kids Book Clubs. They feature current, 

high-interest titles paired with comprehension games and are as 
durable and dynamic as the students who use them!

The library’s space was put to new use for our community for our first ever anime and pop culture 
convention, Natsu Pop Con. Taking place in July, this event was a celebration of all things nerdy for all 
ages. Starting with a week of preconvention programming coordinated by the Adult School, Natsu Pop Con 
culminated in an all-day interactive series of events that took over the entire library. Over 250 attendees 
had the opportunity to listen in on panel discussions, engage with each other in gaming sessions, visit the 
Artist Alley to view and purchase art from over 20 local artists, view live Star Wars cosplayers, and enjoy 
food and drinks from local vendors.

From local parks to our library stacks, the 2025 Summer Reading 
program painted a bright future for our youngest patrons. With 
nearly 350 participants and 11,500 days of reading logged, 
“Color Our World” successfully sustained student literacy through 
the summer gap. We are deeply grateful to the William H. and 
Judith C. Turner Family Foundation for funding the enriching 
performances and learning experiences that made this 
record-breaking summer possible.

The Little Read Hit the 
Road for Its 17th Birthday!

Check Out Our Science-Backed 
Tools That Unlock Reading Success

Spotlight Event: Natsu Pop Con

Summer Reading Was A Masterpiece 
In Community Engagement 

Supporting Montclair’s 
Literacy Goals

Making Room for 
the Community to Gather

757 community-hosted 
events took place at 
the library in 2025
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Engaging With The 
Community In Creative Ways

For National Library Card Sign Up Month in September, patrons were 
invited to showcase their creativity with a Library Card Design Contest. 
From over 180 entries, three artists were selected to have their work 
featured on new cards. Patrons across Montclair now have the opportunity 
to carry a piece of the community’s creativity wherever they go.

A Library Card Design Contest for the Books

To celebrate Banned Books week from October 5–11,
the library partnered with local business Java Love to 

create an engaging week of events and programming for 
our community. Library staff kicked off Banned Books 
Week by tabling outside of Java Love’s Church Street 
location, where those who signed up for a library card 

received a discount on their coffee. Throughout the week, 
the library was able to offer an online lecture, a banned 

books storytime for children, a 1984 book club and multiple 
giveaways for library patrons due to Java Love’s generous 

donations, reaching all new audiences in Montclair.

Championing The Freedom to 
Read During Banned Books Week 

After a donation of approximately 600 jazz books from local educator 
and artist Peter Bodge, Montclair Public Library partnered with Seed 
Artists to establish the Peter Bodge & Seed Artists Jazz Library, 
a landmark cultural resource for the community. The Jazz Library 
launched to a full auditorium with an opening reception and live 
performance on October 12, and has since served as a platform for 
future programming, offering monthly listening sessions, jazz film 
screenings and more to our patrons.

All-New Jazz Library Strikes a Chord

From left to right: Board Members 
Theodore Graham and JoAnn 
McCullough, card design contest 
winners Hélène F., Linda Larkin, 
and Arya S., and library director 
Radwa Ali.

Teen Librarian Ruby Willamson and Library Director 
Radwa Ali tabling outside of Java Love.

Audience enjoying the Jazz Library’s 
opening performance and reception.

Foundation at a Glance

The Foundation is committed to offering a wide range of giving opportunities, ensuring that every donor 
can support the Library in a way that feels personal, meaningful, and aligned with their passions.

During the year, the Foundation provided $288,655 in distributions and direct investment to the Library. 
By pooling individual contributions, the Foundation harnesses the collective generosity of our 
community—transforming essential library services into extraordinary experiences and supporting 
programs, materials, and enhancements that enrich the lives of all who use the Library.  

FUELED BY YOUR GENOROSITY

ADVANCING LIBRARY EXCELLENCE

Annual Fund Gala Income

Restricted Contributions 
and Grants

Program Sponsors 
(Little Read, OBOM, 
Banned Books Week)

Purchases (Bricks, 
Bookplates & Merch)

57%
27%

11%

5%

Programs Collections & 
Digital Resources

Family & Social Services Technology Upgrades

Other Enhancements

26%

23%
19%

16%

16%

The Foundation at a Glance

https://montclairlibrary.org/designcontest25/
https://montclairlibrary.org/bannedbooksweek2025/
https://montclairlibrary.org/jazz-library/
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JROTA, LLC

Thank you to all of the businesses that sponsor our events and programs.

Business Sponsors Foundation at a GlanceGrants that Power Our Library

In May 2025, Montclair Public Library 
partnered with Public Service Electric 
and Gas Company to begin essential 
upgrades that addressed the building’s 
extensive HVAC and climate control 
challenges. Enrolling the library in three 
energy efficiency programs, PSE&G 
was able to offer a tailored package of 
solutions to help modernize outdated 
systems, improve building comfort 
and support the library’s sustainability 
goals. 40% of the combined $1.9 
million project costs were covered 
through program incentives. Ultimately, 
this partnership allowed a complete 
overhaul of the library’s HVAC system, 
replacing aging chillers and antiquated 
boilers with new high-efficiency units 
that not only keep the library cool, but 
will allow for a projected $125,000 a 
year in energy cost savings.

A Cool New Chapter 
Thanks to PSE&G

From top to bottom: PSE&G VP of Clean Energy Solutions Lauren Thomas 
presents check to Library Director Radwa Ali; updated cooling unit.

AWARDED GRANTS

Grantor

Albert Payson Terhune Foundation

McMullen Family Foundation

Montclair Foundation

NJ State Bar Foundation

Partners for Health Foundation

Turner Family Foundation

Whitehill Foundation

Carnegie Foundation

Essex County Local Arts Program

Essex County Local History Program

Youth programming

LinkedIn Learning

Reading Specialist materials

Keys to Housing Rights resources

Keys to Housing Rights resources

Summer Reading program

Kanopy

Unrestricted

Black History Centennial Celebration

Deed digitization

Impact
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2025 Donors
Thank you to our donors! Your genorosity makes it possible to offer valuable 
programs and resources to everyone in our community.

Gifts of $25,000+
Dr. Alex and Doris Malaspina

Edward Robin and Family in Memory 
of Gloria Robin

Gifts of $10,000–$24,999
Anonymous

The Batty Family Fund

Jonathan Bellack and Jennifer 
Bonnell

Brian Clarkson and Christina Cotton

The Colbert Family Fund of 
Coastal Community Foundation 
of South Carolina

Jared and Shara Miller

Gifts of $5,000–$9,999
Jennifer Amore and Louis Franzese

Eileen Birmingham and Greg Wawro

Michael Choy and Shannon Moffett

Mike and Katie Cocco

Nick DeToustain and Christine James

Dagmara Domińczyk and 
Patrick Wilson

Holly and Ruben Fleischer

Matthew and Emily Hagen

Rosemary Iversen

Lakewood Fund

Sue and Reimer Mellin

David and Lois Stith

William and Judith Turner

Gifts of $2,500–$4,999
Anonymous

Mary Baccash and Kerri McMahon

Candy Cooper and Robert Weisbuch

Aman D’Mello and Mark Malaspina

Gina Chung Fortt and Jon Fortt

Veronica and Vince Harris

David and Kathleen Harrison

Mary and Tom Heyman

David R. and Mary Lee Jones

Andrew and Wendy Lacey

Jill Lindsey and Nicholas Rigg

The Lukenda and Lockhart Family

Diana and Joe Lunin

Dianne Munevar and 

Jason Niederkorn

Henry and Danielle Neff

Elizabeth Rich

Donald and Jill Seagraves

Andrew and Merrill Silver

Margaret and Michael St. Pierre

Michael and Tera Tarulli

Gifts of $1,000–$2,499
Kate and Matthew Albright

Connie Alexis-Laona

Anonymous (7)

Alan Berkowitz

George Black and Seo Hee Koh

Tom Blim and Susie Sonneborn

Diane Borradaile and 
David Wright

Sheila M. Boyd

Eileen Wilde Brackenbury 
and Jesse Brackenbury

Noah Bunzl and Erika Scott

Phillip Byrd and Janet Shapiro

Johannah Chase and Tim Coates

Alex and Maddie Ciliotta-Young

James and Susann Connors

Covanta Energy / Reworld Waste

Luis Crespo and Luz 
Miranda-Crespo

Heather Daly and Michael Van Brunt

Jennifer Dann-Phillips and 
Jonathan Phillips

Alice Elliott Dark and Lawrence Dark

Jennifer Dorr and David Moon

The Doyle-Coleman Family Fund

Dumpling Diplomacy

Deb Ellis and Hal Strelnick

John Fennelly

Susan First and Edward Martoglio

Kris Fischer

David Fitzgerald and 
Laura Marx Fitzgerald

Mary Anne Ford

The Friends of the Bellevue 
Avenue Library

Alixon Collazos-Gill and Brendan Gill

Jackie Goldin

Irena Goldstein

The Arnold and Joy Gottlieb Family

Adam Grace and Lisanne L. Renner

Emily Grand and Arthur Hickok

William E. Hamilton

Jennifer and Brian Hand

Izumi Hara and David Koschik

Larry and Lynda Hollander

Samuel Huber and 
Catherine Weiss

Martin Infeld

Marni Jessup and Gary Carlin

Pamela and Robert Kahan

Bruce and Janell Keller

Paul and Melissa Kneuer

Joanne Kornoelje

Linda Kow and David Lee

James Larish and Susanna Suh

Benilde Little and Cliff Virgin

Nancy Loo

Benjamin Madorsky and 
Madeleine Rowan

Marcia Marley and Peter Rappoport

Dan and Ann McCarthy

John and JoAnn McCullough

Susan McHugh

James and Val McPherson

James and Frede Mirenda

Deborah Nagin and Edward Ott

June Nguyen and Todd Tauber

Thomas C. Nye

Timothy O’Brien and 
DeWaal Van Heerden

Paul and Rajani Sethi

Bridget and David Placek

Susan Reitz

Katherine Rohmann

Dale Russakoff and 
Matthew Purdy

Margot Sage-EL

The Scholl Family Foundation

David and Katie Seawell

Richard and Kim Seltzer

Jonathan and Sidney Simon

Kevin and Joanne Smith

Thomas Sullivan

The Teachers Club of Montclair

The Tehranian Family

Max and Millie Tourtelot

The Wellman WH Wu Foundation

Gifts of $500–$999
Beth Albert

Michelle Alexander and 
Carter Stewart

Susan Shin Andersen

Vandana Aneja and Gaurav Jetley

Anonymous (4)

Benjamin and Liza Asher

Judy Avrin

Alison and Doug Bauer

Emily and Steven Becker

Ken Berger and Ruth Kunstadter

Don and Sheila Bergmann

Marshall and Meredith Bergmann

Monica Biondi

Allegra Blackburn-Dwyer and 
John O’Neill

Rebecca Blank

Gene Bloch

The John J. Cali & Rose Cali Family 
Foundation

Denise Cante and Jason Tanz

Robert and Veronika Carper

Kathleen Carroll and Steve Twomey

Ellen and Kenneth Colton

Cynthia and Murray Corhan-Aitken

James Cotter and Mary Sok

Erik D’Amato and Janet Haven

Adrian Dollard

Literacy Specialist Gina Chung Fortt leading a Raising Readers storytime.

Patrons learn floral arranging as part of 
an Adult School class.

Connie Alexis-Laona

Audrey Anderson

Anonymous (4)

Jonathan Beck and Rona Cohen

Gene Bloch

Sheila M. Boyd

Claudia Edwin

Carolyn Gould

Milt Horowitz

Marni Jessup and Gary Carlin

Lakewood Fund

Jay Lindell

SUSTAINING DONORS
The following donors sustain MPLF with recurring gifts.

Nick and Diane Masucci

Gerardo Mejia

Thomas Mulligan

Marilyn Papayanis

Michael and Olivia Pearson

Susan Reitz

Linda Shortman

Steven and Jane Tennen

David Tykulsker

Eric Weiser

Ashlee Wolfe

https://montclairpubliclibraryfoundation.humanitru.com/donate?page=general-donation-page-aa3f46da-1a0e-4a43-9450-82ae9c7245f0&amount=100&options=500%2C250%2C100%2C50%2C25&tribute=true&address=required&locale=en
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Kathleene Donahoo

Ethan Drucker and 
Mariana Campos Horta

Robert Ellis and Lily Vakili

Francesca Elms

Sybil Eng and Tad Roselund

Larry Engelstein and Celia Radek

Emer Featherstone

Debra Feinberg and Jeffrey Fenster

Ivy Fischer and Debra Glessner

Joel and Nancy Franklin

Gregory and Georgette Gilmore

Dr. Edward Gold and 
Rosanne Guararra

Brad and Jeni Goldman

Theodore and Jamie Graham

Paul and Marjorie Grayson

Gaurav Gupta and Adrienne Pardee

The Hallberg-White Family 
Foundation

Bryan Harmon and Anneka Street

Henry and Sharon Hersch

Jill Hoffman and Leon Hojegian

Kelley Holland and Steve Kanengiser

Milt Horowitz

Julianne Hunt and David Korfhage

Catherine and Philip Irwin

Alice and Matthew Iversen

Jeffrey and Janice Jacobson

Alan and Jill Johnson

Gail Kanef

Jerry A. Kapner

Catherine and Charles Kenny

Clifford and Robin Kulwin

Leslie and Marc Kunkin

Andrey and Vera Kuzyk

Jennifer Laird and Wilson Rothman

Yoni and Elizabeth Landau

Fred and Joanne Langbein

Francis and Marisa Lazatin

Mallory Loehr and 
Michael John van Rhyn

Ellen Lovitz and Jon Rosenhein

Steve Lucas and Emily Rosenblum

Joyce Luiken and David Popiel

The Maddrey Family

The Marro Family

Patrick and Barbara McCarthy

Joseph Mellicker and Judith Scheuer

Jennifer Mellish and Andrew 
Gottfried

Jory and Deborah Miller

Thomas Mulligan

The Nachtigal Family

Mark and Mary Packer

Alex and Deirdra Picou

Glenn and Katrina Rogers

Lila Rosenman

Warren and Karen Ross

Lindsey and Michael Sag

Jason and Lisa Savage

Kelly F Shapiro

Linda Shortman

Simon and Schuster

Liza  and Walter Springer

Olivia Stennett

The Stuckert Family

Missy Sullivan

Robert Tortoriello

Darin Wacs

Margaret and Richard Wager

Frank and Margo Walter

Eric Weiser

Etti and Mark Zeldis

Don and Joan Zief

Gifts of $250–$499
Steven Abrahamson and 
Maritza Guzman

Audrey Anderson

Anonymous (7)

Joan Axelrod

Thomas Banks

Daniel and Lucerne Battsek

The Bellaire House Mahjong Mavens

Kathleen Bennett

Helen Berman

Debbi and Steve Bernstein

Rachel Bernstein and Scott Frank

Sneha Bhatia

Erica and Kevin Bigley

Deirdre Birmingham and 
Jason Luther

Elisabeth Blackburn

Virginia Boudreaux

Carolyn Buck and Michael Goulder

Natalka Bukalo

Luis Castro

Emmanuelle and Rosy Catanach

Henri Cauvin and Rachel Swarns

Martha Clarke and Roger Mosier

Rebecca and Daniel Cocco

Liza Cohn and William Wallach

Barbara and Vernon Corbin

Jerry and Maria Czin

Jodie Dawson

Dr. Ramon Delgado

Kevin and Anne Denning

Lynne and Mark Di Benedetto

Claudia Edwin

Edward Farkas

Lilian Ferguson

Stephen Figlewski and Carol Lipsitch

David Folkenflik

Eric Fox and Daniel Helmik

Mark and Joyce Friedman

The Fuqua-Kerbel Family

David Galef

Adam and Emily Gasthalter

Maureen and Subhendu Ghosh

Thomas P. Giblin

Wladimir and Annie Giszpenc

Lisa Goodman and Nik Kolodny

Verna Gray, Founder of the Gray 
Charter School

Judith A. Greene

Bill Harrison and Lois Hull

Belinda Hecht and 
Howard Youngman

Frances Hecker and 
Richard Schwartz

Tad Herz

Alan J. Horwitz

Evan and Sarah Hudson-Plush

William Hurlock

Elizabeth Jarit

Diana L. Johnson

Sumeet Kapoor

Barbara E. Kauffman

Robert and Roxanne Kent

Saiful Khan and Neha Shah

Andrew Klein

Frances Kroeckel

John D. Laing

Carmel Loughman

Patrick Lynch

Rita F. Maggio

Joanne and Tyler Mathisen

Michael Mayer

Head of Collections and Material Services Ken French highlighting one of the 500+ 
books donated to the Library’s all new Peter Bodge & Seed Artists Jazz Library.

Amanti Vino

Jennifer Amore and Louis Franzese

Angelbeck’s Wine Merchants

Bangz Salon & Wellness Spa

Big J Global Media

Peter Bodge

Body Fit Training

Sheila M. Boyd

Bradford Bath & Tennis Club

Corefire Pilates

Costco Wholesale

Devils Youth Foundation

Dagmara Domińczyk and Patrick 
Wilson

Dorney Park

Dot Reader

Dutch’s Sandwich Shop

East Side Mags

First Congregational Church

Joel and Nancy Franklin

Frederic’s Fine Jewelers

Aaron Gardner

The George

Get Dressed

Grape Collective

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
Gravity Vault

Olga Grlic

Hackensack Meridian Health 
Mountainside Medical Center

Horizon Foundation for New Jersey

Howell Montclair

Joelle Hutcheon

Rosemary Iversen

Jafajems

Java Love

John Taylor Babbitt Foundation

Jones Road

Kaight

Patricia King

L & B Healthy Pet Supplies

Library Hotel

Charles Liu

MAX Challenge of Montclair

Medieval Times

Sue and Reimer Mellin

Jennifer Mellish and Andrew 
Gottfried

Mercado

Merit Fine Wine & Liquor

Montclair Art Museum

Montclair Brewery

Montclair Film

Montclair House Grill

George Oliphant

Henry and Danielle Neff

Over the Moon

Partners for Health Foundation

Bridget and David Placek

PSE&G

Rabbit Rabbit

Ria X Gallery

Sally Ross Designs, Inc.

Scholastic

Serket Pharmacy

Jeff and Holly Shaw

Six Flags Great Adventure

Tonies

Townhouse Liquor & Wine

Turtle Back Zoo

Joe Uva

Ilmar Vanderer

Village Vogue Barbara Eclectic

Watchung Booksellers

Yoga Mechanics
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The McKee Family

Elinor and Fleming Meeks

Gerardo Mejia

Jeffrey and Mary Kate Mellow

Joyce Michaelson

Larry and Nicole Miller

Charles and Donna Moran

James Murtha

Quang Nguyen

Michael and Olivia Pearson

Scott and Angel Pollack

Chathu Ranwalage

Barbara Reisman and Eric Scherzer

Marianne Ribley

Kevin and Anne Riordan

Amy and Ruth Ro

Matthew Rose

Robert and Katherine Ruberton

Bela Schwartz and June Zimmerman

Jonathan Schwartz and Kate Zernike

Maria Scumaci

Jeff and Holly Shaw

Mikie Sherrill and Jason Hedberg

Ted and Elizabeth Silberman

Andrew and Robyn Slutzky

Adam Steinhaus and 
Annie Trihn Steinhaus

Jamie and Mark Truman

David Tykulsker

David Wasmuth

Rahum Williams

Ashlee Wolfe

James and Kim Woodard

Gifts of $100–$249
Bassam K. Abed and 
Peter Ross Sieger

Richard Acosta-Haran and 
Ayelet Haran

Lucy Agostini

Michael and Nancy Alberga

Kristina Anderson

Arielle Anema and Matthew Mates

Anonymous (28)

Philip Appel

Emily Aronson

Cindy and Leo Asen

Charles and Ellie Bagli

Christian Barrera

Lissa Barrett

Timothy and Mary Barrett

Rikke Beal

Jonathan Beck and Rona Cohen

Michael Bell and Sharon Mason-Bell

Lauren Berman

Dylan Berry

Gerald and Linda Blume

Bonfire

Josephine Bonomo

Julia Bonsal

Maarten Bosland and Marsha Love

Lauren Brucia and Neil Jasey

Harold and Sally Bryant

Robyn Burns

Rebecca Cabaza

John and Lauren Carlton

Claudia and Jeff Carrie

Linda Cary

Matthew Castello and 
Carol Novinson

William Montgomery Cerf and 
Julie Cerf

Jeff Chanin

Michael Chow

Deborah Chromow

Elizabeth Higgins Clark and Lauren 
Pomerantz

Janice Cohn

Deborah and Christopher Corbett

Catherine  and Domenic Cotter

Cynthia Cox

Lynn and James Crane

Erik Cuello and Kristin Lawlor 

Lisa Culhane

Loretta D’Agnolo and Ronald 
Lustgarten

Robert E. David and Barbara Flessas

Scott and Twana Davisson

Alicja Delag and Krzysztof 
Misiukiewicz

Peter Della Bella and Jodi Paroff

Laura Demoreuille

Heather and Kevin Dibble

Maryann Dickar

Daniel Diehl

Peter Dillard and Mirela Trofin

Candace and Jeff Dobro

Peter and Lois Donegan

Janet Donohue and 
Richard Lamoreaux

Tara Dooley and James Savage

Judith Dorphley

Kenneth Dowell and Melissa Klurman

Helen and Michael Dudek

William Dunnell and Rachel Shatz

Judith Edelstein

John Ekstrom

Emily Eldridge and Michael 
Silberman

Jean Ellis

Kimberly Ellner

Sally Ellyson

Chester and Lynne Faye

Steve Feldberg and Mary Knowles

Ashley Few

Amy and Robert Fox

Steven Fox and Vicki Reikes Fox

Melissa and Ryan Freeman

Glen Freyer

Harry and Jennifer Friedberg

Lucinda Furlong

Jennifer and Steven Gabel

Nicole Galbraith

Florence Garret

Kathleen Gebhardt

Kerry Giles and Tony Vecchione

Peter and Alica Giuffra

Susan Gloeckner

Paul Godino and 
Amanda Henry-Godino

Rebecca Goldburg and Billy 
Goodman

Carolyn Gould

Steve and Nancy Grande

Andrew and Barbara Green

Benjamin and Stephanie Greenberg

Rosa and Thomas Greer

David and Shirley Grill

Aileen and Marc Grossberg

Andrew Gutelle and Sena Messer

David and Suzanne Hall

John Hammond and Merle Wise

Jane Hanson and Patrick Shrout

William and Joan Hearst

Eric Heilner and Lisa Korn

Susan Helman and Michael Frank

Karen Herbst

Peter and Vicki Herbst

David Hicks and Marsha Kalman

Justin Hillman

Lauri Hornik and Peter Kaplan

Lon and Lisa Hoyt

Vincent and Corin Infantino

Michelle Johnson-Lewis

Amy Josephson and 
Sheldon Kugelmass

David and Jeanne Josephson

Christopher and Bette Jurkiewicz

Yasuo and Emy Kamihara

Steve Karl

Jack Kassel

Carol Katzman

Robbie and Nancy Kautz

Janet and Thomas Kaz

Marjorie and Sean Keating

Kathryn Kempf

Anne Kerr and Michael Welles

Jason Kirschner and Heather Peikes

Howard and Pamela Kirsten

Ivonne Guzman Klink

Wolf Knapp and Margaret Malloy

Phillip and Sharon Koblence

Robert and Catherine Konefal

Bernice Kreger

Ashwin and Shanti Krishnan

Beth Toni Kruvant

Priya Lalvani and Norman 
Rosenblum

Gary and Betty Lee

A. Bryan Lees and Paula Whitlock

Paul Lennon

Carol Lewkowicz

Karina Linch and John Randall

Library staff members Kaitlyn Flannagan, Dianne Josephs and Maurice Boyer and 
interns Maja and Isaiah at the Montclair African-American History and Culture Festival.

ADP

Apple

Bank of America

Citadel

Coca Cola

Comcast

Disney

Estee Lauder

Google

Goldman Sachs

Groundswell

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
J. Crew

Johnson & Johnson

Macy’s

OneAmerica Financial

Pfizer

Prudential

PSE&G

Regeneron

Visa

Vision Ridge Partners

ZS Associates

Head of Youth Services Deivis Garcia plays guitar for young patrons.
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William and Rose Lovejoy

Megan Lukas and Glen Parker

Mark and Florence Lurinsky

Benjamin Lusamba

Susan Mack

Rudresh Mahanthappa

John and Suzanne Manners

Timothy J. Mannion

Edward and Jennifer Markham

John Marshall and Mary Rorke

Edward Martin

John and Frances Martin

Nick and Diane Masucci

Daniel Max and Sarah Blustain

The McDonnell Family

Linda McNish and Ed Solecki

Oneida Mendez-Laws

Robert and Barbara Meyer

The Milano Family

Kevin Miller and Claire Wilks

Philip and Jeannette Miller

Robert Miller

Montclair Restaurant Group

Kevin and Sue Moriarty

Danny Morris

Arlene and Harry Moskowitz

Sandra Mullins

Amit and Jeannine Nanavati

Ann-Marie Nazzaro

Christopher and Dana Nicholas

Martha Nowycky

John H. O’Connell

Mary O’Crowley and David Wholley

Brad and Maureen Ohlmuller

Harvey and Jeanette Oliver

Sarah Olson and Paul Swanson

Liz Oneil

Karen Palatella

Jessica Palmieri

Marilyn Papayanis

Rachel Perten and Adam Stone

Andrea Peyser

Luis and Nancy Pi-Sunyer

Eugene and Sharon Pitts

Betsy and Jim Poris

Myra Quigley and Edward Unger

Elizabeth Riggs

Brigeth Rivera

Deborah Rivers

Linwood Ladell Robbins

Andrea A. Rodriguez

Catherine Roe

Cynthia and John Rogers

Jake and Allie Rosen

Kathy Rosenberg

Mark and Suzanne Roth

David Rothenberg

Margret Rothman

Rebecca and Aaron Rudelson

Janhavi Sahasrabuddhe

Nicholas Stern and Barbara Samuels

Patricia Sanders

Dave and Elsy Sandhusen

The Nicoletos Sarro Family Fund

Carole Schaffer and David Waggett

Kurt Schansinger

Doris and Alexander Schapira

John and Johanna Schmitt

Mindy and Lou Schoen

Scholastic Book Clubs

Kathleen and Howard Schostack

James and Susan Schwei

Miriam Scott

Charles and Patricia Selden

Katie Shipsides

Brian and Laura Shortt

Sam Silbert

Alaina and Hale Simon

David Skutch and 
Kathleen McCoy Skutch

Amy Stair

Larry Star

Deane Stepansky

Brian and Linda Sterling

Victor Stivala

Patty and Tage Strom

Patricia Sullivan

Jane and Harvey Susswein

Robert I. and Sharon C. Taylor

La Keisha Temple

Nancy Herkness Theodorou

Toby Tider

Erica Tucker

Frank Van Morrelgem

Ira and Denise Wagner

Karen and Jace Wagner

Deborah Waldron

Anna Walker

Katelyn Wass

Amy Waynik

Mimi and Roosevelt Weaver

The Werner Family

Christopher Aaron West

West Essex AARP Chapter 131

Larry and Lisa Westreich

Margaret Jackson Whitsett

Matilda Williams

Rita Williams-Bogar

The Woman’s Club of Upper 
Montclair

Alexandra Yurkosky

Lloyd and Margo Zbar

Violet and Paul Zeitlin

Michael and Lauren Zichelli

Gifts of $1–$99
Patricia Abad and Baris Yagci

Gail Abramowitz

Alison Ainsworth and Edward 
Felsenthal

Claire Altschuler

Art and Dawn Anderson

Olle and Ercilia Andersson

Anonymous (28)

Aviva Arad and Zohar Rotem

Linda Aro

Bella August

Beth and Michael Balch

Bernard and Judy Beck

Dr. Alan Bell

Douglas Berman

Lisa Bianco

John and Maria Block

Irving and Marion Brand

Kathleen Breiten

Carolyn Burbridge and Brian Hannan

Thomas Calamia

Erika Campo

Barbara Grose Carnevale

Paola Cartagena

Christopher Chambers-Ju

Marc Charney and Suzanne Trimel

Deborah Risa Cherkin

Scott and Amy Claman

Cathleen Clark and Ajay Karwa

Ryan and Kelly Coakley

Glenn and Sarah Collins

Diane R. Conner

Carmen and Mary Ann Corsi

Timothy and Gloria Crist

Pierre and Odile Croquez

Curtis Crouch and Marion Held

Robert Culicover

Nelly Daur

Shawn Mahoney and Carol Davison

Frank Diaz and Karen Schloss

Brian and Roan DiFeo

Allison Dohnert

Robert Dubin and David Saidnawey

Maria and Robert Dyer

Anne Earley

Wanda Ellert and David Kanegis

Robert and Rita Erickson

Annelie and Carl Fahlstedt

Jonathan Feig

Rose Ella Ferguson

Bo and Joyce Foley

Ginny Fox

Betty Foye

Diane Franciose

Mark and Joanne Friedman

Beth Fuchs

Lisa Beth Galatio

Jeffrey Gall and Karen Rosenberg

Emanuel Goldman

Paul and Ann Goldstein

Anne Graham

Wendell and Linda J. Baker Grimm

Jonathan and Cathlin Grupper

Michael Haas

Nahum and Deborah Hahn

George Hayes and Robert James

Katheryn Begley Herbert and 
Raymond J. Herbert

James and Patricia Hobin

Amy Hohn

Vern and Madeline Houston

Ching-Fen and Margaret Ann Hsiao

Judith Lin Hunt

Anthony Iannini

Miriam Jacobs

Heather Johnson

Lorenzo Johnson and Blanca 
Rodriguez

Vashti Johnson

Dorothy Kapuscinski

P. William and Deirdre Karcher

Paula Kaufmann and Ron Epstein

Alison Keel

Billy Keenly

Rich and Cynthia Kibble

Emily Klein

David Kravitz

Lisa Kus and Meryl Tillis

Carolyn Lack

Norman and Susan Ladov

Tom Larson

Michael Laser and Jennifer Prost

Nancy LeRoy

Tanya Leslie

Robert and Mary Levai

Jay Lindell

The Lodge Family

Laura Lopez

Tim Lynch

Wendy Elaine MacAuley

Rena Majeed

Chandan and Aparna Mallik

Carrie Martin

Maribel Martinez and Samuel Shaffer

Nancy Masterson-Newkirk

Robert and Katherine Maurizi

Kristen and Mark McClusky

Margaret Miele

Chuck and Tara Moran

Maureen Morgan

Erin Mori

Genya Muzyczka

The Nagy FamilyLibrary staff member Liana Vazquez and patrons pose with wreath craft.

Library Director Radwa Ali with patron.
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Staff

Administration 
Radwa Ali 
Adrienne Burke 
Lisa Connell 
Kaitlyn Flannagan 
Andrew Ng 
Selwa Shamy 
Patricia Way 
Linda Welch

Adult School 
Jojo Aftomis 
Tiffany Blount 
Maurice Boyer 
Elaine Morillo 
Ariel Zeitlin

Adult Services 
Guitry Banks 
Kiera Clifford 
Tracy Crawford 
Jill Demarco 
Roger Kosson 
Justin Minnella 
Margarette Ouji 
Marisa Shaari 
Lymon Smith Jr. 
Luke Spaltro 
Kristina Variano

Bellevue Avenue Branch 
Kristen Comeaux 
Samantha Delgado 
Rekha Gandhi 
Yazmin Johnson 
Alessandra Lentini 
Linda McMahan 
Raven Ramirez 
Gina Scalise 
Adrian Waters

Borrower Services 
Derek Duncan 
Giovanni Giotta 
Margaret Higgins 
Thomas Hoesly 
Lisa Lakomy 
Ronald Leiva 
Noemie Maxwell Vassilakis 
Angeleah Mendez 
Jillian Muszynski 
Amy Raiss 
Shirley Suzuki 
Liana Vazquez 
Cynthia Walker 
Eliza White 
MariAnne Yeterian

Collection and  
Materials Services 
Kenneth French 
Diane Josephs

Facilities and Securities 
Timothy Flowers 
Manily Jenkins 
Roy Stanislaus 
Kenneth Williams

Youth and Teen Services 
Robert Axelrod  
Gina Chung Fortt 
Deivis Garcia 
Nia Gitau 
Jeffery Harrison 
Thressa Irving 
Amnah Javed 
Daisy Lorenzo 
Janet Morales 
Enola Romano 
Matilda Williams 
Ruby Williamson 
Selene Yang

Montclair Public 
Library Foundation 
Mary Packer 
Kelly Farrell Ziek 

Library Director Radwa Ali and library staff members Matilda WIlliams, Gina Chung 
Fortt, Kaitlyn Flannagan, Enola Romano, and Maurice Boyer at the 2025 Imani Gala.

Library staff members Ariel Zeitlin and 
Alma Stone on Halloween.

Craig and Jeanne Neivert

George and Judith Newman

Megan Newman

Richard and Mary Newman

Jim Price and Mara Novak

Graham and Sheila Oakes

Denise O’Shea

Brigitte Padberg

Kristen Pantaleo

Thomas and Beth Panucci

Kashmiraben Patel

Kathryn Patterson

Karen Pennington

Maxine Pittman

Mark and Cynthia Porter

Denise Powell

Crystal Proenza-Ponte

Judith Przybylski

Melanie and Kevin Rattigan

Heidi Reifenberg

Glenn and Lyn Reiter

Lynne Robbins

Colleen Roche

Marcia Rogers

Marian Rothenberg

Gary and Jodi Rudoren

Deborah Russ

Bob and Christine Russo

Maureen Savage

Margaret Schmidt

Luis and Vivian Schuchinski

Elizabeth B. Sheedy

Natalie Siemaszko

Michael and Allison Silverstein

Kenneth Silvestri

Jordan Sklar

Kate Sonnenberg and Thomas 
Zaubler

Per Sorensson

Paula Span

Karen Speth

Mary M. Sullivan

Nancy-Jo Taiani

Steven and Jane Tennen

Nat Testa

Christina Tokar

Richard and Nina Tucker

Sharon Burton Turner and Lincoln 
Turner

Edzel Ubas

Ilmar Vanderer

Robert and Donna Villanova

Heather Vogel

Sue and Randy Walther

Brendan and Miriam Ward

Anne Betty Weinshenker

Alfred and Barbara Weller

Carrie and Stuart Youngs

Ariel Zeitlin and Laszlo Kiss

Kelly and Paul Ziek

All Readers

Selma Avdicevic 

Joan Axelrod

JMB

Peter Bodge

Paul O. Boger, Sr.

Josephine Bonomo

Freda Boyd

Sheila Boyd

Aria Breiten

Carole Joyce Heydt Carlin

Mike Cocco

Jack Drucker

Vivian Folkenflik

William P. Ford

Marilyn French

Frances Gitelman

Jackie Goldin

Rae and Jesse Green

Bill, Sally and Bobby Grose

John Hedberg

Gifts Were Made in Celebration, in Honor, and in Memory of the Following:

 Carla Horowitz

Rosemary Iversen

Grace Ju

Laszlo Kiss and Ariel Zeitlin

Barnett “Barney” Kreger 

Thomas Laws

Diana Lunin

Elaine D. MacAuley and Robert I. 
MacAuley

Clyde and Asher Madorsky

Chris Martin

 Irene C. Masterson 

Grandmother Serella McGee

Theodora “Teddie” McKee

Sue Mellin

Winston Moraven

Ulrika O’Neil

George Oliphant

Monique A. Oliver

Victoria Padovano

Stefan Pitts

Liz Rich

Kathleene Roberts

Lenore S. Robinson

Kim Rosenberg and Ira Wagner

Mark Rosenman

Margot Sage-EL

Richard L. Sandhusen

Marianne Serrins

Richard D. Shaffer

Rita Singer

Vel Sklar

Skyler 

The Solum Family

Trudy Toker

Max Tourtelot

Dean Clark Usher 

Margaret Valentine

Emma and Nora Waldron

Jackson Whitsett

Virginia Wisniewski
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