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Founded in 1893, Montclair Public Library serves the citizens of Montclair, New Jersey through two facilities:
the Main Library and the Bellevue Avenue Branch. The mission of Montclair Public Library is to change lives
every day, through words, ideas, and community building. Our vision is to provide unlimited opportunities for
lifelong learning, discovery, and community engagement.

The Montclair Public Library Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-pro t organization that develops philanthropic
support for the Montclair Public Library. Established in 2002, the MPL Foundation raises funds for library programs,
collection enhancement, sta development, special projects, and other critical needs that exceed municipal

funding. The Foundation has raised over $6 million to support Library programs and services including technology
improvements, museum passes, summer reading programs for children, and programs like the signature Open Book /
Open Mind series and the Li le Read.



Dear Friends,

As we re ect on the past year, we are lled with deep gratitude for your unwavering generosity and commitment
to our mission. Thanks to your support, more than 186,000 visitors walked through our doors in 2024 each one
welcomed into a space where curiosity is nurtured, knowledge is shared, and community is built. Together, we
celebrated the power of access, lending over 387,000 items, from books and digital resources to unique items
from our ever-expanding Library of Things.

One of the years most inspiring accomplishments was our community-wide reading of The Best We Could Do
by Thi Bui, a moving exploration of identity, migration, and family. This extraordinary initiative, made possible
through a prestigious Big Read grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, brought together over a
dozen partner organizations and o ered more than 30 engaging events for all ages. It was a true testament to
the strength and heart of Montclair how a book can spark conversation, empathy, and connection across our
diverse town.

We simply could not do this without you. Your support makes it possible for the Montclair Public Library to
serve as a cornerstone of learning, creativity, and inclusion. From all of us sta , volunteers, and the many
community members whose lives are enriched by your generosity thank you for believing in the transformative
power of your library.

With sincere appreciation,

i

Radwa Ali, MLIS Mary Packer, M.Ed., CFRE

Director, Montclair Public Library Executive Director, Montclair Public Library Foundation
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Introducing Radwa Ali, the new Library Director

She is Making Magic Happen!

In July 2024, Radwa Ali was appointed Executive Director of the Montclair Public Library, bringing with her a
bold vision for what a 2Ist-century library can and must be. With over two decades of experience in the eld and
a track record of revitalizing institutions through innovation, community engagement, and scal strategy Radwa
has quickly set the tone for a new chapter in MPLs long and storied history.

She arrived at a time of transition, with a new mayor, a new town council, and renewed community conversations
about what kind of library Montclair deserves. Just weeks into her tenure, the Library faced a major facilities
crisis when its aging HVAC system failed during a record-se ing heat wave in August 2024, forcing unexpected
closures and limited public access. The incident underscored the urgent need for capital reinvestment and
became a galvanizing moment that brought Library leadership, the Township, and community stakeholders

together with a shared sense of purpose.

In the months that followed, the Library has since
undertaken extensive planning to reimagine its

Main Library and historic Bellevue Avenue Branch,
with input from sta , patrons, and key community
stakeholders. The vision includes recon guring
spaces to be er serve todays needs: digital learning,
workforce development, lifelong education, youth
and teen creativity, arts programming, and civic

dialogue. *

Internally, the organization has taken steps to improve
coordination, modernize and streamline processes,
and continue to build a culture of shared purpose
and public service. This foundational work ensures
that the Library is not only positioned to grow, but

to grow responsibly with programs and services

that re ect the needs and aspirations of the
community it serves.

Radwa extends deep gratitude to the Township

of Montclair and the Town Council for their vision
and partnership; to the Montclair Public Library
Foundation for its steadfast support; to the Board of
Trustees for their leadership, the Friends of Montclair
Library Steering Commi ee, and the Friends of
Bellevue Avenue Library for their ongoing advocacy;
to the hardworking sta and dedicated volunteers
who pour their hearts into their work every day; and,
most importantly, to the Montclair community for
whom everything we do is rooted in service, access,
and connection. With the strength of these partners
and countless others, the Library is building on a
proud legacy to grow into an even more innovative,
well-used, and beloved resource for all who call
Montclair home.

* ®
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MPL Patrons Maximize Our Services

In 2024, MPL circulated nearly 390,000 items, saw over 185,000 visitors
walk through the doors, and had more than 170,000 website views.

An abundance of programming for children, teens, and adults alike was
planned, accounting for 28,000 of those visitors. The total library budget
to support these services was $4.6 million 88% of which was funded

by the Township.
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2024 Circulation Spotlight
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incl. books and DVDs to the Library

=V 2,056
55 ’ 050 loans of objects, kits, and passes

questions answered 114 , 73 8 E
loans of digital media, incl.
. eBooks and streaming movies

§ i g A F AN A M
e Tom Lake Crying in H Mart e Oppenheimer
) " by Ann Patche by Michelle Zauner (Universal)
MICHELLE ZAUNER
J F e N J M
Dog Man: Fetch-22 theftper Bowl — \W/hat is the Super Bowl? Super Mario RPG
by Dav Pilke ' by Dina Anastasio (Nintendo Switch)
y Yy
Y A DUNGEON MASTER'S GUIDE Y A ) N
F )8 Borna Crime by Trevor Noah
One Piece: Dungeon Master s Guide
8 \olumes1-2-3

(Wizards of the Coast)
by Eiichiro Oda

MOST BORROWED ITEMS FROM THE LIBRARY OF THINGS
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“A BOOK TO BREAK YOUR HEART AND HEAL IT.”
—Viet Thanh Nguyen, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Sympathizer

The Big Read Embraced Community

Through Art and Storytelling

From February through May, more than 30 events book
discussions, classes, storytelling, movies, and more inspired by

Thi Buis The Best We Could Do were held throughout town.

An American Book Award winner, Buis memoir traces her family s
daring escape a er the fall of South Vietnam in the 1970s and their
e ort to build new lives for themselves in America. This project

was co-organized by the Montclair Fund for Educational Excellence,
Montclair High School, and MPL. Partners included AAPI Montclair,
Dumpling Diplomacy, East Side Mags, MILL, MKA Montclair Art
Museum, Montclair Film, Montclair History Center, MPL Foundation,
MSU, Out Montclair, Succeed gether, The Vietnamese Boat People,
and Watchung Booksellers.

NEA Big Read is a program of the National NATIONAL %ARTS
Endowment for the Arts in partnership with ENDOWMENT 2 AN ILLUSTRATED MEMOIR

Arts Midwest. @ BlG RE AD THI BUI

ADVENTUR
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VOUR LIBRARV MPLs Summer Reading Club ran from June

25 to August 25, with 530 children & teens

and 215 adults participating. Anyone who logged their reading was eligible for prize drawings throughout the summer,
which included gi cards to various Montclair businesses. Children & teens logged a total of 11,764 days while adults
logged a total of 1,006 books, earning 2,433 and 852 rewards, respectively. These numbers surged well above the
four-year average from 2020 to 2023. Thank you to the William and Judith Turner Family Foundation who, in 2024,
acknowledged this reading surge by funding the 2025 Summer Reading program.

=————— arts.gov/neabigread

Summer Reading Participation

Outshined Previous Years
Recognized by libraries nationwide, summer
reading promotes literacy during a time
when children are out of school and may not
otherwise be maintaining their reading skills.

Introducing Our New Reading Specialist

MPL now has a full-time Reading Specialist in Youth Services!

Gina Chung For , a certi ed Reading Specialist with a Masters in
Education, was hired in September 2024 to help empower parents
and caregivers in their child(ren)s literacy journey. Gina runs regular
storytimes, hosts programs promoting reading/writing/phonics, and
personally visits Montclair schools. Most recently, she launched a
new (and very popular!) service: Book a Reading Specialist.

This service, similar to MPLs Book a Librarian, is free to anyone

with an MPL card. Parents, caregivers, and educators are encouraged
tosignup fora  -minute consultation to learn about books and
resources available to borrow from the library, to discover creative
ways to support children in reading at home, to review a child s reading
assessment, and so much more.




An Eventful Year Continued

Partners for Health Foundation Wins
National Recognition for MPL Partnership

The Partners for Health Foundation was among 1l winners named in the

international | Partner with My Public Library awards. Created by the non-pro t
organization Lets Move in Libraries, this award celebrates the crucial work of
community collaborators to the work of public libraries across the United States

and Canada. Partners for Health was the only winner from New Jersey. The MPL
Foundation nominated Partners for Health for their steadfast support and partnership,

speci cally for the Library s summer lunch program, social services pilot program,
and Poverty, by America author talk and discussions.

Local author Henry Ne attheLi le Read.

A New StoryWalk Was Unveiled in the Parks
From August | to September 15, families enjoyed

Walk + Read Montclair, a NEW literacy-boosting initiative
consisting of storybook pages lining walking paths in three

F38 Partners for Health
' ‘ FOUNDATION

The Li le Read Celebrates Its Sweet Sixteen
In October, the Library invited the community to

a end the 16th annual Li le Read, a series of events
in which guest readers including Mayor Renee
Baskerville climbed into the iconic big red chair and
read stories aloud to schoolchildren and families.

This celebration of literacy encourages sharing stories,
building community, and cultivating a love of reading.
Funds raised through sponsorships support childrens
programming at the Library throughout the year.

The Li le Read began with visits to the Library by
local schoolchildren and culminated in Li le Read

& Treat on October 26, which featured a haunted
house, Halloween bingo, and spooky stories. All in all,
fourteen schools visited the library in a week's time,
and more than 1,057 children sat for a storytime
either at the library, in a park, or at the YMCA.

Thank you to the many readers, sponsors (included
on page ) and volunteers who helped to make

this year super sweet!

local parks. Families encountered an unfolding childrens story,
page by page as lawn signage, until they reached the end of the
path. The three childrens books selected were The Fab Cab
by Jill Lauren, installed in Glen eld Park; In the Tall, Tall Grass
by Denise Fleming, installed in Nishuane Park; and Chicka
Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. and John Archambault,
installed in Watchung Park. This initiative was accomplished in

partnership with the Judy Weston Garden.



















































